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in the hope that it would be called an act of war: he also had
come over at this time, but there is no sufficient proof that
Berwick was behind him—still less that James was. At any
rate, on Saturday, February 15, 1696, William was to have
been assassinated by a body of men while on his way to go
hunting. It was again Bentinck who warned his dear com-
panion, and William escaped. But in connection with the trials
that followed much of the double-dealing of the principal men,
Marlborough, and Russell, of the fleet, Shrewsbury and the
rest, became public.
The Protestant Succession. The Death of William,
The nex* domestic event of importance was the death of the
little Du!?e— Qf Gloucester, the only surviving child of the
Princess~Anne. It took place upon July 29, 1700. Had the
child lived (his father, Anne's husband, was Prince George of
Denmark) there would have been a Protestant Stuart heir to
the throne; with his disappearance there was no Protestant
Stuart left. Those who still desired a Stuart succession would
have to admit the Catholic James or his son, then a boy of
twelve years of age. Hence the Bill of Succession, which settled
the crown after Anne's death upon Sophia, widow of the
Elector of Hanover. She was a Protestant, being the daughter
of Elizabeth, so-called Queen of Bohemia, Charles Fs sister.
Sophia was thus James-II's first cousin, and the first cousin
once removed of Anne.
By this Bill all Catholic heirs to the throne were excluded.
In the next year, on September 16, 1701, James II died in
exile at Saint-Germains in France, and Louis XIV recognized
his son, the boy James, as King, under the title of James III
of England. This formal act on the part of Louis did a great
deal to strengthen the new Protestant settlement in England.
For it was done independently of English opinion, without
consultation, and against the spirit of the recent treaty. A
Bill of Attainder was brought against James III and votes were
passed for war, but before this could break out William died
on Monday, March 8 (Old Style), 1702. He had only fallen
from his horse and broken a collarbone, but his constitution
was bad, and, though he was a man only just over fifty-one
years old, he sank under the shock.
Foreign A flairs under William Id.    In foreign affairs
the interest of William's reign lies in his power of persuading
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